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Environmental Sunrise Conference Report

Summary
The Environmental Sunrise Conference was the first Environmental conference, organised by the 
Sherborne Area Partnership (SAP) and it took place in Sherborne on 26th February 2009. There were 
90 delegates and presenters who addressed environmental issues on abroad basis.

The Sherborne Environment forum was set up in 2008 under the auspices of SAP, with the objectives to;

� provide a vehicle to share views on environmental issues
� collate and return comments on environmental legislation affecting local people
� provide a means to stimulate and support groups of people in Sherborne and District to improve and 

enhance their environment
� to work on environmental projects in partnership with Sherborne in Bloom

The Forum�s membership includes local people of all ages as well as representatives from the educational,
voluntary and commercial sectors. The conference represented all sectors as well as people from the town and 
country areas.
It was recognised that an effective way of identifying issues and kick starting action would be to hold a public 
debate on them. The day long programme involved adults and student participants taking part in presentations, 
panel discussions and working groups. The presenters included key speakers from Dorset Wildlife Trust, 
Dorchester Transition town, Dorset County Council, Viridor Waste Recycling, Dorset Squared and the Fairtrade 
Foundation.
The results from this will be realised over time but some clear achievements included the formation of a core 
group for Transition Town Sherborne, revitalising the Sherborne Fairtrade group and the creation a list of people 
who agreed to take on responsibilities for defined actions to improve the environment in the Sherborne Area.
This report contains key messages from the presentations, topics discussed and the outcomes of the afternoon 
workshop sessions. 
The issues will be worked up and discussed at future meetings of the Environment Forum, commencing with the 
next meeting at 18:00 on Thursday 23rd April, in the Manor House, Newland, Sherborne.
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Conclusions
The event was well attended by a capacity 90 adults and students who actively participated in the day. 
There was a waiting list of participants and some had to be turned away at the door.
Awareness was raised on many issues and a lot of exchange of views and ideas was achieved during the day.
A high quality of presentations was achieved from external speakers including from: Dorset Wildlife Trust, 
Dorchester Transition town, Dorset County Council, Viridor Waste Recycling, Dorset Squared and the Fairtrade 
Foundation, see presentation summaries.
The results from this conference will be realised over time, but some clear and positive outcomes were achieved.
A core group has now been formed for Transition Town Sherborne
The Sherborne Fairtrade group was well supported, a new contact person has been selected, but more support is 
needed to get an active group going. 
Impetus has been created in the green waste recycling and composting activities that are expected to be better 
supported and more actively promoted in future.
A list of people has been identified by name who will take on some responsibilities for defined actions to improve 
environmental aspects in the area. (see the working session reports)

Action Plan
Description Action Party

1 Compile conference report and distribute to 
participants, Environmental forum and via SAP web site

Kevin Waterfall

2 Review the specific outcomes of discussions to prioritise 
and provide detailed support and focus throughout 2009

Kevin Waterfall

3 Each discussion group and action party to take the initial 
actions that they signed up for in the discussion groups 
section of this report

Moira Rigby, Hannah Solloway,
Mary Brodie, Sheila Dawsey, 
Monique Hustinx, Cllr. Jane 
Smith, Rob Bygrave, Cllr. 
Malcolm Boustead, Cllr. Dru  
Gurzynski; Richard Calvert; 
Mevyn Smith, Cllr. Susan Green, 
Margaret Naine,Steven Moffat, 
Ed Fricker; Tom Whitlock, 
Georgie Dimond, Hannah 
Dawe, Helen Freeman, Bongani 
Wilson, Jo Lowndes, Luke 
Metcalf, Jenny Devitt, Aine 
Moriarty

4 Invite all groups and action parties to provide a status of 
their activities at the 23rd April meeting of the 
Environment Forum

Kevin Waterfall
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Participation
The event was held at the Conference Centre of the Gryphon School, Bristol Road, Sherborne, 
Dorset. The venue suited the conference well and the school staff and caterers provide excellent 
support and service for the conference.

Attendees came from a range of different organisations and individuals representing a broad cross 
section of interest groups, local government, schools, clubs, societies and the commercial sector in 
Sherborne, West Dorset and South Somerset. Some 90 people participated in the conference.

Display stands were provided and gave information on behalf of:

Sherborne Transport Group, Sherborne Wind Energy Project, Sherborne and District Gardeners 
Assn., Friends of the Quarr nature reserve, Sherborne in Bloom, Transition Sherborne, Dorset 
Wildlife Trust, Dorset Agenda 21,  West Dorset Climate Change, Fairtrade and Arts Link.

Presentations
The following is a summary of key points from each of the presentations.

Opening:  Dominic Elliott, Mayor of Sherborne

Living in such a wonderful part of the country with a superb natural and built environment we feel a 
need to preserve what we have for the pleasure of our children and their children after them. As 
such we are conscious of the global impacts that also affect our lives here and we need to play our 
part in controlling our impact on the environment, whilst making a sustainable future.

I am pleased to see that our local organisations have been well represented in the displays in the hall 
for you to understand and participate in local activities, like the over 50�s composting programme, 
the Friends of the Quarr nature reserve and our embryonic Transition Town group.

Having this conference in the Gryphon School is a reflection of the commitment of our schools to 
environmental education and I am pleased to see so many schools involved in the Eco-Schools 
programme and to have some of their students and representatives with us today.

Keynote address: Environmental Issues Global to Local - Simon Cripps, 

Chief Executive of Dorset Wildlife Trust

The presentation set environmental work in and around Sherborne and Dorset within a national or 
international context. It showed some of the challenges and opportunities in environmental 
management at whatever scale. Also it indicated the thinking and future work of the Dorset Wildlife 
Trust (DWT). It did this in three themes:

Living Landscapes Projects vital, but, to maintain the health of our environment, to reverse a trend 
of increasing degradation, to ensure man lives in harmony with nature and to provide resilience in 
the face of climate change, we need to think at the landscape scale. DWT is expanding its local 
projects in this aspect, to keep the environment and work in harmony with people.
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A series of Living Landscapes, linked together across the length and breadth of the UK are what is 
needed. These link wildlife corridors.

Living Landscapes

Kingcombe + reserve + verges + priority habitats + recreated + members

Regarding the regional Spatial Strategy and housing
� New housing is not necessarily damaging for wildlife if planned well, but:

� wildlife sites might be proposed for development
� water abstraction for homes can reduce river water levels 
� run-off from hard surfacing increases flooding problems and even treated waste-

water can pollute
� more cars on the road means more road-building proposals 
� people need green spaces in towns and countryside

� Need to consider planning in a living landscape context

Engaging Companies
� Support the good to out-compete the bad
� Use the power of the market and consumers
� We believe that local food is vital for the long-term survival of wildlife and local communities 

alike, with carbon reduction benefits.
� Grazing in particular is why chalk grassland, heathland and lowland hay meadows exist.  We 

need to support conservation grazing or risk loosing these habitats.
� Direct from Dorset is a local accreditation mark which guarantees local provenance.  
� We are currently seeking to influence Direct from Dorset by promoting a �Conservation 

Grade� as part of the scheme.
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Engaging People 
The future of the health and beauty of our county lies in engaging people with their natural 
environment � if necessary on their terms. Gone are the days when we can just lock away important 
bits of the world, but conservation charities need to work on a global and local scale.
Engaging People provides useful leads into climate and sustainability & visa versa

Transition Towns � Mike Jones, Chairman Transition Dorchester

Mike talked about the twin challenges facing the world to Manage Peak Oil production as well as 
Managing Climate Change and how people in Dorchester are tackling this. The approach is to 
empower people to get involved.

TRANSITION
TOWN
DORCHESTER

Hubberts Curve

PEAK OIL We used energy & 
creativity to get to where 
we are, we need the same 
to get back to a low carbon 
environment.

Early action collectively is needed to create the impetus, create change and implement ideas. 
Working together with all interested parties can create a more sustainable future.
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Graph shows rise in global temperature is related to the rise in carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.
As communities we need to have;

� local resilience
� carbon reduction
� consume closer to home
� produce closer to home
� play closer to home
� decentralised energy infrastructure
� the Great Reskilling 
� localised food
� energy descent plan

Some of the Specific things that are being done in Dorchester are:
� Casterbridge Food co-op (organic food, wholefood and other specialist items).
� Monthly 'Green Drinks'.
� Involved with Dorchester's first Car Club.
� Transition book and DVD library.
� Thomas Hardye School project/competition.
� SCA Public Meeting.
� Film nights.

A key emphasis is localisation to reduce the use of hydrocarbons and stimulate the local economy.

Tackling climate change in Dorset � a strategic overview. Kate Hall, DCC 

Sustainable Development Manager; Chairperson, Dorset Energy Group

The presentation focussed on Understanding climate change and Tackling climate change through:
Mitigation � using Renewable energy, Energy efficiency, Sustainable transport
Adaptation � via a County wide approach
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It discussed climate Change causation and summarised this via the statement from 2007 by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) statement �that most of the observed increase in 
global average temperature since the mid 20th century is very likely due to increases in manmade
greenhouse gas concentrations�.

UK climate change effects were illustrated and the climate Change mitigation framework in Dorset 
was explained, this relates to where the Greenhouse gases come from and how they might be 
addressed by groups of people.

Improving the quality of life for people in Dorset, now and for the future

Climate change mitigation framework in Dorset

Community Action & Awareness

Dorset Climate Change Coalition

Energy  use

Business 32% Domestic 38% Road transport 30%

Dorset�s CO2 
emissions (2005)

2.9 million tonnes

Transition towns

Fuel  useEnergy  use Fuel  use
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Eco- schools

The Dorset Renewable Energy (RE) Strategy was summarised from which the following target and 
approaches will be taken., though achievement of targets is unlikely at the current rate of progress.

� Target : 64 � 84 
MW RE electricity by 
2010

Five year action plan, 
Addressing:  

� Planning,

� Biomass energy & 
energy from waste

� RE in buildings

� Raising awareness

� Community 
renewables 

Improving the quality of life for people in Dorset, now and for the future

Community renewable exemplars
� 3 year project � March 2009
� RE technologies on public & 
community buildings.
� Led by County Council with 
partners
� 50 installed 
� Project to continue with 
permanent post






















